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• The reason why the Watergate case has broken 
open is that everyone involved is leaking to the 
press to save their own skin. 

I work in a building on Pennsylvania Avenue 
which also includes the offices of The Boston Globe, 
Newsweek magazine, Newhouse newspapers, The 
Dallas Times Herald, The Kansas City Star and 
The Chicago Tribune. 

The other morning when I arrived there was a 
long line outside the building composed of people 
implicated in the Watergate .affair. The line ran 
around the block. 

A policeman stopped me at the door and said, 
“Get in the back of the line, Mac, like everybody 
else. Some of these people have been waiting all 
night to tell their stories to the press.” 

“Fm not a suspect in the Watergate case, officer, 
I’m a newspaperman going up to my office.” 

Some people in the line heard me and tried to 
shove documents at me. 

“Let’s have none of that,” the cop said to the 
crowd. “You can show him your documents when 
you get inside.” ^ 

One man, a former White House aide, shouted, 
“I can tell you the whole story on the Ellsberg 
break-in.” 

Another man said, “He doesn’t know anything. 
I’ve got Ellsberg’s psychiatrist’s couch hidden in 
my home.” 

Someone down the line said, “Don’t listen to him. 



G h Pordnn T k -^ te f story ' Howara Hunt and 
k , T d Lldd y wr «te Clifford Irvine’s book 

about Howard Hughes.” 8 

Someone else yelled, “f have the names of everv- 
one who contributed a million dollars to the Com- 
mittee for the Re-election of the President Give 

night been Waiting since 6 last 

n / S ? rry ’” 1 sa * d t° the man, “but I don’t write 

Anderson?” Why d ° n,t y0U leak jt to Jack 

iJ® 11 .* 3 "’ 1 S et nea r his office,” the man said. 

I waited two days to leak it to -him and I never 
got closer than a block away.” 

Tile police officer said to me, “I wish von 
wouldn t stand out here, sir. These people are 
desperate and I don’t want a riot.” 

.A man ^PPed me $5,000 in new $100 bills 

and k ni cdv UP , S a ' rS Wi u h y0U t0 Newsweek’s office 
and 1 11 give you another $5,000.” 

The offer was tempting, but I gave him his 
money back I said, “It would be unfair to the 
other suspects in line. I’m sure you’ll all get in to 
leak your stories.” ■ 8 ln t0 

pjfi they told me at The Washington 
Post. But when I got up to the head of the line 

gate bu 2 gh?| y T d h idn '{, n f ed any more on the Water - 
gate bugging. They had enough leaks on that.” 

I can’t understand why all you people are so 

desperate to talk to the press,” I said to several 

of the people, all former White House aides. 

plicate* 1 olhe^’h ° ne ° f them shouted - “if we im- 
prosecutSn ” " We Can get immunity 

man W sh y outed Ul “W We h®/! 1 ® sca P e Soats?” another 
ms up fo tfis.” Want t0 g6t the gUys wh ° P ut 

«(< , If ]Y e get L our stories in print,” a third said 

* “ ttSS" - were ** uttS 

sir ri Either C ! 0ffic f rsaid - “ Y «u can’t stay out here, 
“inw g° upstciirs or to the Sans Souci.” 

1 II go upstairs,” I said. 

crowd SeT?o ° pe ? ed the glass door and the 
evidence * Wavhlg their incriminating 

or Hi m^ ted ’ “ AU right ’ you P e °P le stop shoving 
r 1 11 make you go to the back of the line.” 
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